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SUBJECT : TANKER DEBALLASTING FACILITIES 
REF : STATE 46111 (NOTAL) 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE GOVERNMENT OF BAHRAIN, OIL DEPARTMENT, 
BAHRAIN ATTENDED THE 1973 IMCO CONFERENCE ON MARINE 
POLLUTION AS AN OBSERVER. BAHRAIN IS STILL NOT A MEMBER 

OF IMCO. BAHRAIN DOES NOT PLAN TO BECOME A MEMBER UNTIL 
IT HAS A WELL-ENOUGH DEVELOPED ADMINISTRATIVE CADRE TO 
EFFECTIVELY ENFORCE REGULATIONS AND AGREEMENTS. 

2. THE BAHRAIN PETROLEUM COMPANY (BAPCO), WHICH USES THE 
PORT OF SITRA FOR ITS LOADING AND OFF-LOADING, HAS TAKEN 
SOME STEPS IN THE PAST FEW YEARS TO PROVIDE LIMITED DE- 
BALLASTING FACILITIES. ACCORDING TO THE 1974 PORT OF SITRA 
INFORMATION BOOKLET, "THERE ARE LIMITED FACILITIES FOR THE 
RECEIPT OF OILY RESIDUES AT THE SITRA WHARVES. VESSELS 
WHICH REQUIRE TO DISCHARGE BALLAST AT THE SITRA WHARVES 
MUST INSURE THAT THE BALLAST IS CLEAN PRIOR TO ARRIVAL IN 
THE GULF AREA". THE LIMITED FACILITIES ARE A 10,000 BBL 
(420,000 GALLON) RECEIVING CAPACITY WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT BE 
AVAILABLE AT ANY GIVEN TIME. NEITHER THE DEFENSE FUEL 
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BAHRAIN) NOR BAPCO SOURCES ARE AWARE OF ANY PLANS TO EXPAND 
THE FACILITIES AT SITRA. 

3. EMBASSY JIDDA AND/OR CONGEN DHAHRAN MAY WISH TO ADD TO 
OR MODIFY THE FOLLOWING, BUT ACCORDING TO INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE TO THE DEFENSE FUEL QUALITY ASSURANCE OFFICE, 

MIDDLE EAST, THE SITUATION AT RAS TANURA PORT IS AS FOLLOWS. 
ACCORDING TO THE 1974 ARAMCO PUBLICATION ON THE PORT OF RAS 
TANURA, "SINCE THE TERMINAL DOES NOT HAVE FACILITIES TO 
RECEIVE ANY SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF OIL RESIDUES OR OIL BALLAST 
WATER, TANKERS ARRIVING ALONGSIDE WITH SUCH MATERIALS ON 
BOARD WILL BE SENT TO ANCHORAGE TO AWAIT FURTHER ORDERS UNLESS 
THE VESSEL HAS PRIOR CLEARANCE TO LOAD ON TOP OF SUCH MATERIALS 
OR UNLESS THE SHIP'S MASTER AGREES TO SEGREGATE SUCH MATERIALS 
IN SEPARATE TANKS". FURTHER, WE ARE ADVISED THAT A RECENT 
COST ANALYSIS HAS INDICATED THAT THE CONSTRUCTION OF DE- 
BALLASTING FACILITIES IS NOT CONSIDERED ECONOMICALLY FEASIBLE 
AT THIS TIME. 

TWINAM 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WATER POLLUTION, WASTE DISPOSAL, PORT FACILITIES, CARGO SHIPS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MANAMA00218 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760081-0653 
From: MANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976031 00/aaaadkce. tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 461 1 1 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 0 JUN 2004 by fisherem>; APPROVED <1 7 DEC 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: : TANKER DEBALLASTING FACILITIES 
TAGS: MARR, EWWT, SENV, BA, SA, XF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



